
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cavalier Families!  

It is with great enthusiasm that I welcome all of our new and returning Cavaliers to the 2020-2021 school year. As we 

plan for a beginning like no other, our mission remains the same:  

Hernando Middle School is committed to developing a globally aware community of life-long learners by: 

 Using research-based practices to ensure high levels of learning for all.  

 Working collaboratively.  

 Providing a safe, caring, and motivating environment. 

The spring of 2020 challenged staff and students to find a new normal for learning and connected us in new ways. 

Through it all, our teachers and students continued to amaze me with their drive, resiliency, and innovation. Although 

our faculty, staff, students, and families championed through the difficulties of remote learning, it goes without saying 

that we missed the little things often taken for granted- giving a high five, conversations with students and teachers in 

the hallway, and being surrounded by our amazing Cavaliers!  What I MOST appreciate about our Hernando community 

is how even under circumstances we have never experienced we are still a learning and supportive community.   

The coming school year will bring a new normal to Hernando and it is our goal to not only find our new normal, but to 

thrive in it.  While our settings may be different, whether at home or at school our focus will remain the same: high 

levels of learning for all students. Our commitment as a district and as a campus remains to provide our students with 

endless opportunities. As we begin our new school year, our students will have access to rigorous academic courses 

including Pre-AP courses in all core content areas, as well as the opportunity to earn high school Algebra I credit and 

both high school and college Spanish credit. Hernando also continues to be the only SISD middle school to offer the 

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program and we are a proud AVID campus. In addition to rigorous academic 

courses, we offer students top tier extra-curricular opportunities through our award-winning fine arts programs, 

championship athletic teams, and state qualifying robotics and DI programs.  

Beginning the week of August 10th, your child’s first period teacher will be reaching out to you to ensure your child has 

all the information they need to begin instruction. On Thursday, August 13th we will host a virtual Open House 

opportunity to allow students to become acquainted with the faculty and staff at Hernando. In the coming weeks, more 

information about this opportunity will be shared with families. Additionally, prior to students physically returning to 

campus, we plan to offer another Open House that will allow students who have elected a traditional schedule to 

become familiar with our building layout and new health and safety procedures.  

Students first day of instruction is on Monday, August 17th. It goes without saying that a strong partnership between 

home and school is crucial to students’ success. While we understand navigating at home learning is a challenge, 

students will be most successful learning directly from their teacher through live instruction. Please ensure students 

develop a normal school routine with appropriate sleep schedules, breakfast routines, and are prepared to attend all 

classes on time daily. Details such as student schedules, daily school schedule, and device information will be 

forthcoming. 



Our theme for this school year is Driven Forward. Despite the uncertainty of our current situation, Cavaliers are 

determined to remain driven and focused on achieving success. While we may wish to return to pre-COVID times, we 

must keep pushing forward. As our situation remains fluid, I ask all our families for your continued patience as we work 

through these uncharted times. I am confident 2020-2021 will be a great year filled with unique learning and growth 

opportunities for all!  

As always, we are here to serve our community. If you have any questions or need further information, please contact 

the campus at 937-9800. You can also reach out to me personally via my contact information below. Take care and 

remember… It is always a great day to be a Cavalier!  

Sincerely,  

 

Valerie Hairston  

Principal, SPC. Rafael Hernando III Middle School  

915.937.9802 

vhairs@sisd.net  

Twitter: @Hernando_MS #CavPride  
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